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The motion to lay on the table was 

agreed to. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREEMENT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I send to 
the desk en bloc 12 unanimous consent 
requests. I ask unanimous consent that 
the requests be considered en bloc, that 
the requests be agreed to en bloc, and 
that they appear separately in the 
RECORD. 

Before the Chair rules, I wish to 
point out that these requests are rou-
tine and are done at the beginning of 
every new Congress. They entail issues 
such as authority for the Ethics Com-
mittee to meet, authorizing the Sec-
retary to receive reports at the desk, 
establishing leader time each day and 
floor privileges for House parliamen-
tarians. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The requests read as follows: 
Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent 

that for the duration of the 110th Congress, 
the Ethics Committee be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent 
that for the duration of the 110th Congress, 
there be a limitation of 15 minutes each upon 
any rollcall vote, with the warning signal to 
be sounded at the midway point, beginning 
at the last 71⁄2 minutes, and when rollcall 
votes are of 10-minute duration, the warning 
signal be sounded at the beginning of the 
last 71⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent 
that during the 110th Congress, it be in order 
for the Secretary of the Senate to receive re-
ports at the desk when presented by a Sen-
ator at any time during the day of the ses-
sion of the Senate. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent 
that the majority and minority leaders may 
daily have up to 10 minutes each on each cal-
endar day following the prayer and disposi-
tion of the reading of, or the approval of, the 
journal. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent 
that the Parliamentarian of the House of 
Representatives and his five assistants be 
given the privileges of the floor during the 
110th Congress. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent 
that, notwithstanding the provisions of rule 
XXVIII, conference reports and statements 
accompanying them not be printed as Senate 
reports when such conference reports and 
statements have been printed as a House re-
port unless specific request is made in the 
Senate in each instance to have such a re-
port printed. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent 
that the Committee on Appropriations be au-
thorized during the 110th Congress to file re-
ports during adjournments or recesses of the 
Senate on appropriations bills, including 
joint resolutions, together with any accom-
panying notices of motions to suspend rule 
XVI, pursuant to rule V, for the purpose of 
offering certain amendments to such bills or 
joint resolutions, which proposed amend-
ments shall be printed. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent 
that, for the duration of the 110th Congress, 
the Secretary of the Senate be authorized to 
make technical and clerical corrections in 
the engrossments of all Senate-passed bills 
and resolutions, Senate amendments to 
House bills and resolutions, Senate amend-
ments to House amendments to Senate bills 
and resolutions, and Senate amendments to 

House amendments to Senate amendments 
to House bills or resolutions. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent 
that for the duration of the 110th Congress, 
when the Senate is in recess or adjournment, 
the Secretary of the Senate is authorized to 
receive messages from the President of the 
United States, and—with the exception of 
House bills, joint resolution, and concurrent 
resolutions—messages from the House of 
Representatives; and that they be appro-
priately referred; and that the President of 
the Senate, the President pro tempore, and 
the Acting President pro tempore be author-
ized to sign duly enrolled bills and joint reso-
lutions. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent 
that for the duration of the 110th Congress, 
Senators be allowed to leave at the desk 
with the journal clerk the names of two staff 
members who will be granted the privilege of 
the floor during the consideration of the spe-
cific matter noted, and that the Sergeant-at- 
Arms be instructed to rotate such staff mem-
bers as space allows. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent 
that for the duration of the 110th Congress, 
it be in order to refer treaties and nomina-
tions on the day when they are received from 
the President, even when the Senate has no 
executive session that day. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent 
that for the duration of the 110th Congress, 
Senators may be allowed to bring to the desk 
bills, joint resolutions, concurrent resolu-
tions, and simple resolutions, for referral to 
appropriate committees. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there now be a pe-
riod set aside to conduct morning busi-
ness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. And that Senators be per-
mitted to speak for whatever time they 
wish—that is, at least Senator REID 
and Senator MCCONNELL—and there-
after the speeches be limited to 10 min-
utes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

A NEW CONGRESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I appreciate 
everyone’s courtesy. This is the first 
experience of mine to go through these 
procedures. It wasn’t as smooth as 
clockwork, but with staff help it was 
smooth enough. So I very much appre-
ciate everyone’s cooperation as we look 
forward to this new Congress. 

The future lies with those wise political 
leaders who realize that the great public is 
interested more in Government than in poli-
tics. 

Franklin Roosevelt, 1940. 
I have chosen this line to open this 

new session of the Senate because the 
wisdom it imparts is as relevant today 
as it was 67 years ago. 

The future lies with those wise political 
leaders who realize that the great public is 
interested more in Government than in poli-
tics. 

The American people are expecting 
positive results from this 110th Con-
gress, not more partisan rancor. We 
stand today at the cusp of a new Con-

gress, ready to write a new chapter in 
our country’s great future. It is a time 
of hope and promise for our Nation. 
The elections are over, and the next 
Senate campaigns have yet to begin. 

Today we are not candidates; we are 
U.S. Senators. We 100 are from dif-
ferent States, we 100 represent dif-
ferent people, we 100 represent different 
political parties, but we share the same 
mission: keeping our country safe and 
providing a Government that allows 
people to enjoy the fruits and pros-
perity and, of course, our economic 
freedom. 

Last November, the voters sent us a 
message. They sent this message to 
Democrats and they sent this message 
to Republicans: The voters are upset 
with Congress and the partisan grid-
lock. The voters want a Government 
that focuses on their needs. The voters 
want change. Together, Democrats and 
Republicans must deliver that change. 

No longer can we waste time here in 
the Capitol while families in America 
struggle to get ahead. No longer can we 
here in the Capitol afford to pass the 
problems of today to Congresses of to-
morrow. Those problems, for example, 
are from keeping families safe to rais-
ing the minimum wage to instituting 
new ethical reforms. We can and we 
must get to work. 

As the new Congress begins, the chal-
lenges facing America are complex. 
They range from a contracted war in 
Iraq to a health care crisis right here 
at home, from a middle class that is 
squeezed to an energy policy that is 
warming our globe, from a higher edu-
cation system that has exploded in 
costs to jobs where benefits have all 
but disappeared. We Senators can make 
a difference in each of these areas if we 
remember we are here to fight for our 
country, not with each other. 

The majority, my party, holds a very 
slim margin—51 to 49. Some may look 
at this as a composition for gridlock, a 
recipe for gridlock, but I see this as a 
unique opportunity. I guarantee every-
one in this Chamber that the American 
people are hoping it is a unique oppor-
tunity—an opportunity for Democrats, 
an opportunity for Republicans—to de-
bate our differences and seek common 
ground. We must turn the page on par-
tisanship and usher in a new era of bi-
partisan progress. How can we achieve 
progress? By doing things differently 
than they have been done in recent 
years. 

One, we must—I repeat again and 
again—work together. 

Second, we are going to have to work 
here in Washington, in the Senate, 
longer hours. Factory workers, shop-
keepers in America’s malls, school-
teachers, police officers, miners, weld-
ers, and business men and women work 
at least 5 days a week. Shouldn’t we 
here in Washington, where we do our 
business, in this laboratory we call the 
Senate, do the same? 

Three, we will achieve progress by 
working on an agenda that reflects not 
the needs of Democrats, not the needs 
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